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Letters To The Editor 


Sirs: 


You and your co-workers are giving orthodox Presbyterians, 
as well as those in other churches who are fortunate enough to 
read The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a truly fine publication; 
so sound on the Bible, and orthodox in the “Faith” in every 


respect. 


I know of no other denominational or Christian publication 


that so clearly and forcibly sets forth the great Bible 


truths, and stands so firm in 
defending them and present- 
ing those truths and true 
doctrines that have sustained 
the Southern Church through 
the trying historic years 
through which it has passed, 
and the present ill-advised 
policies of some who would 
lure the Church into side- 
paths which lead to no good 
end, but to confuse  well- 
meaning Christians into 
doubtful paths and beliefs 
which ultimately bring only 
grief and distrust. 

Your paper is doing a 
wonderfully constructive 
Christian work which needs 
so much to be done at this 
time. 

You are certainly to be 
commended for the steps you 
have taken to help assure to 
the Presbyterians of the 
South and country a publica- 
tion of such high spiritual 
character as a permanent in- 
stitution by increasing the 
price which is yet too low 
to compensate you and those 
who, with you, are doing 
such efficient and construc- 
tive work. 

May the Lord richly bless, 
and give you and your asso- 
ciates continued health, wis- 
dom and strength to continue 
the very important work you 
are now doing for many 
years. 

J. S. Kuykendall, 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Sirs: 

Your editorial, “Always 
The Same,” is most timely. 
(The Journal, October 4, 
1950). 

The month of November 
is home mission month and 
the study book of our Church 
will be studied by all circles 
and quite a few men’s clubs. 

One of the most serious 
home missions problems is 
the menace of Romanism, 
and the fact that this Church 
is spending 50 million dol- 
lars to try and sell this 
Church to America. 

As someone has said, the 
Roman Catholic Church has 
come of age. It is no longer 
of an apologetic attitude but 
has become a vigorous ag- 
gressor. 

C. A. Rowland, 
Athens, Ga. 


The Sunday School Lesson and the Young 
Department are omitted from this 
issue. The lesson for November 12 will appear 
next week. Lessons for October 29 were in the 
October 11 issue. Lessons for November 5 ap- 
peared last week. 
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pearance, quality workmanship, fine 
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EDITORIAL 
Religion Or Christianity 


The difference between religion and Christianity 
can be so great that we should ever keep our think- 
ing clear in the matter. There are many religions 
but only Christianity is true. To use the two words 
synonomously can lead to grave misunderstanding. 


Believing that the distinction between the two is 
so great and an understanding of this fact so im- 
portant we are taking the liberty of quoting at 
length from an article by Rev. Johannus G. Vos, 
which appeared in Christianity Today, October, 
1935. 


Dr. Vos writes as follows: 


“Though many people use the term ‘religion’ 
when they mean the only true religion or Chris- 
tianity, nevertheless there is a sharp distinction of 
meaning between the two terms. Someone has said: 
‘Yes, there are comparative religions but Chris- 
tianity is not one of them.’ Perhaps the following 
comparative table will serve to bring out the dis- 
tinction between the two ideas: 


RELIGION CHRISTIANITY 


1. Is supernatural, depends on 
a special revelation. (Gen. 
1:1, “In the beginning God’’; 
Heb. 1:1-3, “God, having... 
spoken ... hath .. spoken unto 
us.”) 


1. Is natural to all men. 


2. Ie man’s search. for God. 2. Is God’s search for man. 
(Acts 17:27, “That they (Luke 19:10, “The Son of 
should seek God, if haply they man came to seek and to save 
might feel after him and find that which was lost.”’) 

him.”) 


3. Says: “God helps those who 
help themselves.” 


4. Consists in man’s doing 
something for himself, or hu- 
man works, character, devo- 
tion, human merit. 


5. Represents man as becom- 
ing divine, as ancient heroes, 
sages, etc., were worshipped 
after their death as gods: 
Buddha, Confucius, the Ro- 
man emperors. Man becomes 
God by deification and the hu- 
man race becomes divine by 
evolution. (Acts 12:22, “And 
the people shouted, saying, 
The voice of a god, and not 
of a man”; Rom. 1:23, “Cor- 
ruptible man” an object of 
worship.) 


6. Holds that man is essenti- 
ally good and only needs tea- 
ching, development or know- 
ledge in order to become per- 
fect. (The root-error of 
China’s religion, Confucian- 
ism.) 


7. Teaches man’s ability to 


3. Says: “God helps those who 
CAN’T themselves.” 
(Rom. 5:6, “For while we 
were yet weak, in due season 
Christ died for the ungodly.”) 


4. Consists in man’s doing 
nothing for himself but trust- 
ing God for all. Divine grace 
to those who have no merit. 
(Rom. 10:6-10). (Rom. 5:15, 
“But not as the trespass, so 
also is the free gift. For if by 
the trespass of the one the 
many died, much more did the 
grace of God, and the gift by 
the grace of the one man, 
Jesus Christ, abound unto the 
many.’’) 


5. Teaches that God became 
human in the incarnation of 
the Son of God, who took to 
himself a human nature for 
the redemption of man. God 
became man. (John 1:1,14, 
“In the beginning was the 
Word, and the word was with 
God, the the Word was God 

. and the Word became 
fiesh, and dwelt among us.’’) 


6. Teaches that man is a fal- 
len and sinful being (total 
depravity), and needs redemp- 
tion, not merely enlighten- 
ment, in order to become in- 
herently good. 


(Rom. 5:12, “Death passed 
unto all men, for that all sin- 
ned”; 6:23, “The wages of 
sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”) 


7. Teaches man’s inability to 
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turn to God whenever he turn to God until God first 

wishes to do so (free will). works in the soul. (The will 
in bondage to a sinful nature; 
man is a free agent to act ac- 
cording to his nature, but he 
cannot originate the love of 
God in his heart, because his 
nature is evil.) 


(John 6:44, “No man can 
come to me, except the Father 
that sent me draw him”; 8-44, 
“Ye are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do”; 3:3, “Ye 
must be born again.’’) 


8. Is universal in nature, con- %. Is Arstorical in nature, con- 
sists in cternal or universal sists in events which took 
principles (true or false) place once for all at certain 
which are not dependent on definite times in the world’s 
any historical facts. It would history. Christianity therefore 
not matter to Confucianism if is dependent on historical 
Confucius had never lived, for facts, in particular the death 


he was only a teacher, not a and resurrection of Christ. 
Saviour. The founders of the (Heb. 1:3, “When he had 
religion merely sard things to made purification of sins, he 
men. cat down ”) Christ, the 
founder of Christianity, was 
not primarily a teacher but a 
Saviour; He not merely said 


things to men but did some- 
thing for men which they 
could never do for themselves. 
(Rev. 1:5, “Unto him that 
loveth us, and loosed us from 
our sins by his blood.”’) 


9. Says: “Done.” 


(John 19:30, “It is finish- 
ed.””) 


9. Says. “Do.” 


10. Says: “Something in my 10. Says: “Nothing in my 

hand I bring.” (Salvation by hand I bring, simply to thy 

works or character.) cross I cling.” (Salvation by 
divine grace). (Rom. 114, 
“But if it is by grace, it is no 
more of works: otherwise 
grace is no more grace.”) 


In conclusion, Christianity is different from all 
other religions not merely in degree but in nature. 
The relation between Christianity and religion is 
not that between a part and the whole but that be- 
tween something and its opposite.” 


We believe a careful study of this comparative 
chart will richly repay Christians in this day. 


—L.N.B. 


Lift Up Your Eyes 


The United Board for Christian Colleges in 
China has prepared a booklet with the above title 
which is most timely. It is somewhat on the order 
of our own Day By Day and suggests special sub- 
jects for prayer throughout each day of the month. 


We commend this booklet to all who will pray 
for Christian Colleges in China today and for the 
students in these schools. Not living in the midst 
of restrictions and difficulties we can_ scarcely 
imagine, it is our duty to remember these institu- 
tions constantly in prayer. 

A copy may be obtained by writing Dr. Robert 
J. McMullen, 150, Fifth Avenue, New York 11, 
Na —H.B.D. 


What Weapons 
Do We 


On a signboard in front of a church in one of 
our Southern cities are to be found the following 
words, “Calling Bible Things By Bible Names, 
Doing Bible Things In Bible Ways.” 

We may well ask ourselves what kinds of 
weapons do we employ in the Christian walk and 
warfare. We have served on scores of committees 
and commissions to boost this, promote that, or, to 
examine the other. We have assisted in organizing 
churches and dissolving them. Committees and com- 
missions are necessary but what weapons, we insist, 
do we employ? We have met around luncheon tables 
and have plotted the Lord’s business, or was it 
ours? without consulting the Lord whatsoever. We 
have hatched up schemes in conferences and groups 
largely on our own and nothing of lasting value has 
happened. 
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We go to church courts of all grades getting there 
early and staying late. Committees bring in compli- 
cated reports with multiplied resolutions to be adopt- 
ed. They are usually voted upon without either 
much fervor or much favor. 


One of these elaborate reports was adopted by 
our Assembly a few years ago. We use it as a sample 
because it is a fair illustration of weapons being 
used that were not of God. This report contained a 
detailed plan of self-examination. The charting of 
such proposed efforts was done with conscientious 
and painstaking care. 


Someone had sat up nights figuring out scores of 
questions for the preacher, the session, the church, 
the presbytery to ask themselves. No one can doubt 
the earnestness and zeal of those who conceived the 
idea. But somehow men do not become convicted of 
their faults and sins by answering a questionnaire. 
This was definitely not God's way nor God’s 
weapon. 


It is a lot of trouble sometimes to pray, but it 
pays off in big dividends. To wait on the Lord is 
hard for us restless Americans. We all want that 
great heaven-sent revival now long overdue without 
praying. We want to see a real pungent conviction 
of sin and the evident regenerating work of the 
Holy Spirit issuing into born again lives. But we 
do not want to bother about praying. Prayer its 
God's superb weapon for winging the Word into 
hardened hearts. The gospel of the Son of God and 
His sanctifying and enlightening Word must be 
both preached and taught with clarity and boldness. 
These are some of God’s weapons that will really 
work and we have witnessed their effectiveness to a 
marvellous degree across the years. 
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Some midnight vigils, some watchings, some fast- 
ings, some prayers must be oftered ere we see the 
gates of hell swinging backward against the mighty 
and irresistible pressure of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


Paul's searching words burn in our souls again. 
We can almost see the heaving of his breast and look 
into his dark deepset eyes as he declares, “For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds; 
Casting down imaginations and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ.” (II Cor. 10:4-5). 


We shall have to throw away some of the contid- 
ence we have unconsciously lodged im our prowess as 
teachers, preachers or as administrators. Again the 
same old warrior tells us how he trembled as he 


faced the mighty and wicked city of Corinth where 
the gospel had never been preached. 


He seems to have abandoned his finished rhetoric, 
his apt quotations and his skilled logic. Men were 
dving under the terrific onslaughts of Satan's 
barrages. Whar could he do about it? 


His answer is very clear and at the same time 
very convicting, “And my speech and my preaching 
were not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” Elders, 
deacons, teachers, circle leaders, superintendents and 
workers of all kinds: is anybody being changed be- 
cause you are in the world? 


[s it mot well for all of us to ask ourselves 
whether we are using the weapons of the Spirit, the 
Word of Grd, prayer and testimony as God or- 


dained ? —R.W.C. 


Let It Be Known 


In a recent editorial we spoke of the persecution 
of Protestants going on at the present time in many 
parts of Latin America. Since telling of this perse- 
cution we have received the following further in- 
formation as to what is going on in Columbia. 


Over in the area, about the nastiest 
case of all occurred. The police entered the 
church and killed the local pastor and then 
made his widow serve them a meal which was 
rather adding insult to injury. Phe church, 
manse and homes of the believers were burned. 
A number were killed and the bodies dumped 
into a hole. The rest of the folk naturally fled 
town—you would too! Only why is it alwavs 
the same‘police gang that pulls off these epi- 
sodes ? 

Our district is still closed, though Mr. 
is going out this week. The members feel thar 
it would be foolish to go back, so long as the 
“state of seige’” lasts. They are afraid to come 
to town for services. The two more remote 
congregations are dispersed to the mountains, 
though I think one of them may be having 
services again. 


On the other hand, one of the pastors re- 
visited the church from which he had been 
driven, losing everything he had amd being 
wounded and maltreated in the process, and 
feels that it may be possible to get things 
started again by the end of the year. I hope he 
is right. So we still need your prayers in this 
corner of the world, too, though don't forget 
Korea as you pray for Columbia. 


We do not believe American Catholics either 
know of or would tolerate such things. Let these 
facts be known. Let them be thoroughly aired. The 
prayers of God’s people and the resulting pressure 
of public opinion will bring results. 

Let it be known! —L.N.B. 
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Aping The Papists 


Northern Presbyterian Church 
Calls For Protestant Mass 


With Trappings Of Rome 

Monday Morning is a magazine published by the 
€seneral Council of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America under the authority of 
their General Assembly. It is “exclusively for pas- 
tors, but since we do not have 2 Roman Catholic 
Index telling our Southern Presbyterian laymen 
what they may not read, we are calling the atten- 
tion of all of our readers to articles in two issues of 
this periodical. 

In the issues of September 18 and 25, the Rev. 
Robert L. Roberts advocates A Protestant Mass 
that shall use much of the ritual, ecclesiastical dress 
and pageantry ot the Roman Catholic Church, in- 
cluding candles, altars amd altar boys, crosses and 
bells. 

Mr. Roberts openly copies from the Romanists, 
asserting that they have no monopoly on these 
matters, and suggesting the use of converted 
Roman Catholic priests to give counsel in the same. 
‘There may be high mass or low mass as the people 
preter.” 


Concerning this proposal we note that Mr. Rob- 
erts argues for his proposition on the basis of expe- 
diency rather than on the basis ot truth, and on the 
basis of his reason rather than on the basis of the 


Word of God. 


He argues that since preaching has lost its power 
to attract and since the mass attracts millions of 
Roman Catholics and the lodges use ritual, there- 
tore the Presbyterian Church ought to use the mass 
to attract men. 

In the arena of world affairs, the Hon. Walter 
Judd is properly quoting Wendell Wilkie thus: 
“Every drop of blood saved through expediency will 
be paid for by twenty drawn by the sword.” 
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turn to God whenever he 
wishes to do so (free will). 


8. Is universal in nature, con- 
sists in eternal or universal 
principles (true or false) 
which are not dependent on 
any historical facts. It would 
not matter to Confucianism if 
Confucius had never lived, for 
he was only a teacher, not a 
Saviour. The founders of the 
religion merely said things to 
men. 


turn to God until God first 
works in the soul. (The will 
in bondage to a sinful nature; 
man is a free agent to act ac- 
cording to his nature, but he 
cannot originate the love of 
God in his heart, because his 
nature is evil.) 


(John 6:44, “No man can 
come to me, except the Father 
that sent me draw him”; 8:44, 
“Ye are of your father the 
devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do”; 3:3, “Ye 
must be born again.’’) 


8. Is Arstorical in nature, con- 
sists in events which took 
place once for all at certain 
definite times in the world’s 
history. Christianity therefore 
is dependent on historical 
facts, in particular the death 
and resurrection of Christ. 
(Heb. 1:3, “When he Aad 
made purification of sins, he 
sat down ... 


”) Christ, the 
founder of Christianity, was 
not primarily a-teacher but a 
Saviour; He not merely said 


things to men but did some- 
thing for men which they 
could never do for themselves. 
(Rev. 1:5, “Unto him that 
loveth us, and loosed us from 
our sins by his blood.’’) 


9. Says: “Done.” 


(John 19:30, “It is finish- 
ed.’’) 


10. Says: “Nothing in my 
hand I bring, simply to thy 
cross I cling.” (Salvation by 
divine grace). (Rom. 11:6, 
“But if it is by grace, it is no 
more of works: otherwise 
grace is no more grace.’’) 


9. Says: “Do.” 


10. Says: “Something in my 
hand I bring.” (Salvation by 
works or character.) 


In conclusion, Christianity is different from all 
other religions not merely in degree but in nature. 
The relation between Christianity and religion is 
not that between a part and the whole but that be- 
tween something and its opposite.” 


We believe a careful study of this comparative 
chart will richly repay Christians in this day. 


—L.N.B. 


Lift Up Your Eyes 

The United Board for Christian Colleges in 
China has prepared a booklet with the above title 
which is most timely. It is somewhat on the order 
of our own Day By Day and suggests special sub- 
jects for prayer throughout each day of the month. 


We commend this booklet to all who will pray 
for Christian Colleges in China today and for the 
students in these schools. Not living in the midst 
of restrictions and difficulties we can_ scarcely 
imagine, it is our duty to remember these institu- 
tions constantly in prayer. 

A copy may be obtained by writing Dr. Robert 
J. McMullen, 150, Fifth Avenue, New York 11, 
Ne —H.B.D. 


What Weapons 
Do We 


On a signboard in front of a church in one of 
our Southern cities are to be found the following 
words, “Calling Bible Things By Bible Names, 
Doing Bible Things In Bible Ways.”’ 

We may well ask ourselves what kinds of 
weapons do we employ in the Christian walk and 
~warfare. We have served on scores of committees 
and commissions to boost this, promote that, or, to 
examine the other. We have assisted in organizing 
churches and dissolving them. Committees and com- 
missions are necessary but what weapons, we insist, 
do we employ? We have met around luncheon tables 
and have plotted the Lord’s business, or was it 
ours? without consulting the Lord whatsoever. We 
have hatched up schemes in conferences and groups 
largely on our own and nothing of lasting value has 
happened. 
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We go to church courts of all grades getting there 
early and staying late. Committees bring in compli- 
cated reports with multiplied resolutions to be adopt- 
ed. They are usually voted upon without either 
much fervor or much favor. 


One of these elaborate reports was adopted by 
our Assembly a few years ago. We use it as a sample 
because it is a fair illustration of weapons being 
used that were not of God. This report contained a 
detailed plan of self-examination. The charting of 
such proposed efforts was done with conscientious 
and painstaking care. 


Someone had sat up nights figuring out scores of 
questions for the preacher, the session, the church, 
the presbytery to ask themselves. No one can doubt 
the earnestness and zeal of those who conceived the 
idea. But somehow men do not become convicted of 
their faults and sins by answering a questionnaire. 
This was definitely not God’s way nor God’s 
weapon. 


It is a lot of trouble sometimes to pray, but it 
pays off in big dividends. To wait on the Lord is 
hard for us restless Americans. We all want that 
great heaven-sent revival now long overdue without 
praying. We want to see a real pungent conviction 
of sin and the evident regenerating work of the 
Holy Spirit issuing into born again lives. But we 
do not want to bother about praying. Prayer is 
God’s superb weapon for winging the Word into 
hardened hearts. The gospel of the Son of God and 
His sanctifying and enlightening Word must be 
both preached and taught with clarity and boldness. 
These are some of God’s weapons that will really 
work and we have witnessed their effectiveness to a 
marvellous degree across the years. 
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Some midnight vigils, some watchings, some fast- 
ings, some prayers must be offered ere we see the 
gates of hell swinging backward against the mighty 
and irresistible pressure of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


Paul’s searching words burn in our souls again. 
We can almost see the heaving of his breast and look 
into his dark deepset eyes as he declares, “For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds; 
Casting down imaginations and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ.” (II Cor. 10:4-5). 


We shall have to throw away some of the confid- 
ence we have unconsciously lodged in our prowess as 
teachers, preachers or as administrators. Again the 
same old warrior tells us how he trembled as he 


faced the mighty and wicked city of Corinth where 
the gospel had never been preached. 


He seems to have abandoned his finished rhetoric, 
his apt quotations and his skilled logic. Men were 
dying under the terrific onslaughts of Satan’s 
barrages. What could he do about it? | 


His answer is very clear and at the same time 
very convicting, ““And my speech and my preaching 
were not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” Elders, 
deacons, teachers, circle leaders, superintendents and 
workers of all kinds: is anybody being changed be- 
cause you are in the world? 


Is it not well for all of us to ask ourselves 
whether we are using the weapons of the Spirit, the 
Word of God, prayer and testimony as God or- 
dained ? —R.W.C. 


Let It Be Known 


In a recent editorial we spoke of the persecution 
of Protestants going on at the present time in many 
parts of Latin America. Since telling of this perse- 
cution we have received the following further in- 
formation as to what is going on in Columbia. 


Over in the _........ area, about the nastiest 
case of all occurred. The police entered the 
church and killed the local pastor and then 
made his widow serve them a meal which was 
rather adding insult to injury. The church, 
manse and homes of the believers were burned. 
A number were killed and the bodies dumped 
into a hole. The rest of the folk naturally fled 
town—you would too! Only why is it always 
the same police gang that pulls off these epi- 
sodes? 

Our district is still closed, though Mr. 
is going out this week. The members feel that 
it would be foolish to go back, so long as the 
“state of seige’”’ lasts. They are afraid to come 
to town for services. The two more remote 
congregations are dispersed to the mountains, 
though I think one of them may be having 
services again. 


On the other hand, one of the pastors re- 
visited the church from which he had been 
driven, losing everything he had and being 
wounded and maltreated in the process, and 
feels that it may be possible to get things 
started again by the end of the year. I hope he 
is right. So we still need your prayers in this 
corner of the world, too, though don’t forget 
Korea as you pray for Columbia. 


We do not believe American Catholics either 
know of or would tolerate such things. Let these 
facts be known. Let them be thoroughly aired. The 
prayers of God’s people and the resulting pressure 


of public opinion will bring results. 
Let it be known! —L.N.B. 
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Aping The Papists 


Northern Presbyterian Church 
Calls For Protestant Mass 
With Trappings Of Rome 

Monday Morning is a magazine published by the 
General Council of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America under the authority of 
their General Assembly. It is “exclusively for pas- 
tors,” but since we do not have a Roman Catholic 
Index telling our Southern Presbyterian laymen 
what they may not read, we are calling the atten- 
tion of all of our readers to articles in two issues of 
this periodical. 


In the issues of September 18 and 25, the Rev. 
Robert L. Roberts advocates A ProTestTaAntT Mass 
that shall use much of the ritual, ecclesiastical dress 
and pageantry of the Roman Catholic Church, in- 
cluding candles, altars and altar boys, crosses and 


bells. 


Mr. Roberts openly copies from the Romanists, 
asserting that they have no monopoly on_ these 
matters, and suggesting the use of converted 
Roman Catholic priests to give counsel in the same. 
‘There may be high mass or low mass as the people 
prefer.” 


Concerning this proposal we note that Mr. Rob- 
erts argues for his proposition on the basis of expe- 
diency rather than on the basis of truth, and on the 
basis of his reason rather than on the basis of the 


Word of God. 


He argues that since preaching has lost its power 
to attract and since the mass attracts millions of 
Roman Catholics and the lodges use ritual, there- 
fore the Presbyterian Church ought to use the mass 
to attract men. 

In the arena of world affairs, the Hon. Walter 
Judd is properly quoting Wendell Wilkie thus: 
“Every drop of blood saved through expediency will 
be paid for by twenty drawn by the sword.” 
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Will the pragmatic notion of putting expediency 
above truth be any more successful in the Church 
than its miserable failure in the state? 


Nowhere in the two articles does Mr. Roberts 
prove his position from Scripture. He wants to 
avoid Mariolatry and other forms of Roman Cath- 
olic idolatry, but instead of lifting up against them 
the commandments of God he rests his hope on “the 
right kind of Christian education.” 


His rationalism comes out even in the means or 
elements to be used for this mass. It will use “un- 
fermented grape juice or any other fruit juices,” 
not fermented grape juice. Now our Lord spoke of 
the fruit of the vine and so most of us understand 
that the fruit of the vine may be used in this service 
in either its fermented or its unfermented form. 


But our Reformed brethren of Dutch background 
will certainly be interested in knowing that when 
we all get together under the General Assembly and 
General Council of the U.S.A. Church that fer- 
mented grape juice even in the Lord’s Supper is out. 
Our Lord and His disciples almost certainly used 
the mild country wine of Syria. 


In these articles in Monday Morning the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. is repudiating the Re- 
formed Reformation of which it is the largest repre- 
sentative in the United States. While the Lutheran 
Reformation took the position that it was proper to 
continue whatever in medizval worship was not ex- 
pressly condemned by Scripture; the Reformed Re- 
formation—Zwingli, Calvin, Knox—held that only 
those things ought to be introduced into Reformed 
Worship for which there was scriptural warrant. 


Accordingly, the National Covenant grounds the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland upon God’s 
written Word alone and condemns in detail all the 


several kinds of Papistry which add to God’s Word. 


In particular, this Covenant which saved Presby- 
terianism in 1638 condemns the Pope’s use of the 
holy sacraments, his Mass (the adjective is 
so strong my wife will not permit me to quote it), 
worshipping images, relics and crosses, dedicating 
altars, baptising bells. “And finally, we detest all 
his vain allegories, rites, signs and traditions brought 
into the Kirk without or against the Word of God 
and doctrine of this true Reformed Kirk.” 


Similarly, the British Parliament in 1643 at the 
request of the Westminster Assembly of Divines 
ordered the removal of altars, tapers, candlesticks, 
crosses, images and pictures from the Churches of 
England. 


To safeguard the Reformed Faith in America 
from this invasion of Romanism we urgently re- 
quest our Committee on Co-operation and Union to 
insist on the inclusion of the following paragraph 


from the Southern Presbyterian Book of Church 


Order in their Plan of Union: 


“Christ, as King, has given to His Church, 
officers, oracles, and ordinances; and especially 
has He ordained therein His system of doctrine, 
government, discipline, and worship; all which 
are either expressly set down in Scripture, or 
by good and necessary inference may be de- 
duced therefrom; and to which things He com- 
mands that nothing be added, and that from 
them naught be taken away.” —Wm.C. R. 


Victims Of Wrong 
Reading 


We. recently spent the evening with the pastor 
of one of New York’s largest churches. In the course 
of the conversation he told of being associated with 
a preaching mission in a Southern city in which the 
ministers of four denominations were associated. 


One evening the four were sitting in a restaurant 
enjoying some fellowship together after the evening 
service. Their conversation turned to spiritual 
matters and each gave his views with reference to 
salvation by grace and the life hereafter. 


One of the preachers was advanced in years but 
his outlook seemed both extremely liberal and also 
hopeless. Finally this friend, who had been greatly 
attracted to him personally, asked him, ‘““How old 
are you?” and on being told that he was approach- 
ing his 72nd birthday he asked, “Dr., if you should 
die tonight, where would you go!” He said this old 
man looked sadly all around the room and finally 
back at him and in almost a whisper replied, “I do 
not know.” 


The minister who was relating this story to us 
then made this observation, “This man had been the 
victim, over the years, of wrong reading.” 


We believe this thought is worthy of our deepest 
consideration. If practicing physicians did most of 
their reading from men who deny or belittle the 
fundamental facts of scientific medicine we would 
find an increasing number of patients dying from 
inefficient care. | 


In the theological world it can be demonstrated 
that there is a great mass of literature which is 
being written and read which either denies or be- 
littles the essential doctrines of Christianity. Little 
wonder that spiritual power is lost, that men’s 
minds are confused, and that hungry hearts are 
often turned away empty. 


Are we the victims of “wrong reading’? 


—L.N.B. 
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Far Eastern Affairs 


Our long experience in the Far-East makes us 
extremely sensitive to developments in that part of 
the world, although it does not necessarily make us 
an expert in that field. 


However, as we have pointed out in previous 
editorials, the State Department’s policy towards 
China has proved the most abysmal failure in the 
history of American diplomacy and the result, which 
might have been different, can affect world history 
for generations. 


Recently we saw an editorial in a secular paper 
which is more than thought-provoking. It also shows 
that apparently the State Department has not yet 
learned its lesson. Men who shared in leading us 
astray are preferred for further service in the Far 
East while men of a different outlook are shunted 
to other parts of the world. 


One of the men who shares in responsibility for 
our debacle in China is John S. Service. We now 
quote from the Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, 
Tenn.: 


In one of his reports as a consular official, 
dated Sept. 28, 1944—at about the time the 
State Department pattern was being set for 
building up the Chinese Reds—Mr. Service 
wrote: 


“Politically, any orientation which the Chinese 
Communists may once have had toward the 
Soviet Union seems to be a thing of the past. 
The Communists have worked to make their 
thinking and program realistically Chinese, and 
they are carrying out democratic policies which 
they expect the United States to approve and 
sympathetically support.” 


Again, in the same report: “Advancing from 
the field of theory to that of practice, the 
Communist political program is simple democ- 
racy. This is much more American than Soviet 
in form and spirit.” 


In his testimony before the Tydings com- 
mittee last June, Mr. Service hedged a bit, in- 
sisting that his use of the term democracy “‘re- 
quires a great deal of explanation,’ and that he 
really didn’t mean to say the Commies were 
democrats. 


The Tydings committee concluded that Mr. 
Service was neither disloyal nor pro-Com- 
munist. 


Just two more rulings now, and Mr. Service 
will be in the clear. His case first must be 
examined by the department’s own administra- 
tive officials and then, for a final decision, it 
goes before the President’s Loyalty Review 
Board. 


Thereupon Mr. Service is to be sent to India 
as counselor of embassy for political affairs. 
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On the other hand, Mr. Angus Ward, former 
American Counsul at Moukden, a man who saw 
the Commuists in action and knows them for what 
they are; who was also imprisoned by them and kept 
without access to even the ordinary decencies of 
lite, has now been assigned to a post in East Africa. 


Mr. Ward has a broad knowledge of China. He 
also knows the present Commuist regime, their 
methods and what they are actually doing in North 
China and Manchuria. 


It is not unreasonable to ask why a man with this 
knowledge and experience is being shifted far from 
the area where he is presumably best fitted to serve? 


This is far more than a political question. Chris- 
tian missions in China have been set back (humanly 
speaking ) tor many years by our policy in that land. 
Christians, as citizens, should pray and then make 
their teelings unmistakably known through their 
elecsed representatives. 

Like a leaning foundation, a mistaken policy has 
to be rectitied at its source. In this case the source 


seems to be in the State Department and the ad- 
visers they have followed and are following. 


—L.N.B. 


Humbled Or Hardened 


As God’s Holy Spirit operates, men’s hearts are 
either hardened or humbled. We are told that God 
‘hardened Pharaoh’s heart” but this was not an 
arbitrary act of God without any reference to 
Pharoah himself; Pharoah had set the stage for this 
process by his own rejection of God. “Who is the 
Lord, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? 
I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.” 


An illustration of this truth may be found in 
two different substances, clay and wax. Put them 
both in an oven and the one hardens, the other 
melts. The same heat has opposite effects on the two 
substances because they are different in composition. 


Just so, as God deals with men, the same circum- 
stances produce different reactions and results in 
their lives. The man who has determined to know 
and follow God will be humbled by the experiences 
God permits him to pass through. The one who does 
not know God will rebel, complain and become the 
more hardened in his sins. 


Humility is a grace which God gives and which 
He multiplies and magnifies. The prideful heart He 
resists and hardens. A great deal is said in the Bible 
about humility and also about pride. 


How each one of us needs to pray, “Lord I 
believe, help Thou my unbelief.” If our faith is 
based solely on experience we may find ourselves 
hardened against Him. If, on the other hand, our 
faith is an acceptance of His revelation, the ex- 
periences through which we pass but draw us 
nearer to Him. —L.N.B. 
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An Eminent Presbyterian Layman 
Asks 


Where Do We Go 


Grom Here? 


By Richardson Ayres 


Christian friends, some of you doubtless remem- 
ber that I discussed at our Montreat meeting in 
1946 the road ahead for Christians. In that talk we 
reached certain conclusions in the light of the teach- 
ing of God’s Word. One conclusion was that we 
are living in an age of increasing apostasy of un- 
known duration. It will be my purpose today, first 
to review briefly what has transpired during the 
past four years in the field of religion and second to 
discuss in the light of God’s Holy Word what we 
may expect in the immediate future for our Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


National 


In the national field during the past four years 
we have seen the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America of which we are members, moving 
ever further and further into economic and political 
fields, in spite of a few feeble protests on the part of 
our Southern Presbyterian Church. We have seen 
active lobbying in Washington by the Federal 
Council representatives, for Social and Economic 
legislation in the name of the Christian denomina- 
tions for which they claim to speak—some twenty- 
seven million members. Is not this a long step from 
the Constitution of the Church that says that the 
Church shall not meddle in civil and _ political 
matters except by humble petition in cases extra- 
ordinary? Would not the step logically be for the 
Federal Council to use the power of those twenty- 
seven million church members to gain support for 
candidates for office, that legislation may be further 
influenced in economic and social fields? 


Is it the function of the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to seek these temporary earthly things 
through man made laws, while millions perish with- 
out learning of the salvation that comes only through 
the acceptance of Christ as personal Savior? Jesus 


Mr. Ayres, Alexandria, La., businessman, 
delivered the above address to a group of 
Presbyterians who met in Weaverville, N. C., 
in August. (See Women’s Work, this issue.) 
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ISAIAH 


Of this two-volume work by Franz De! 

M. Smith states: “This great work is x; 
to require any commendation from us. Delitzsch 
greatest Hebrew scholars of his day, and also 0 
foundest theologians of German. Some pages of | 
never be surpassed.” 
“In my thinking, it is the best conservative co 
from authorship as well as interpretation.” —E. 
Southwest Baptist ‘Theological Seminary. 


“The real Master on Isaiah.’”’ —Edw. J. 
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Commentary On 
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By Keil & Delitzsch 


This three-volume series is a_ colla- 
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Keil and Delitzsch Series. Famous in _theologic: 
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himself answers: “render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are 
God’s,” again, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth,” and finally 
the great commission, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 


At this time there is no evidence of any change 
in the objectives of the Federal Council even though 
it is now changing its name. It is logical to expect 
Federal Council leaders to press for the same things 
for which they have stood since the organization 
first came into being. As the most influential unit 
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Commentary On 


THE PS AL MS By Delitzsch 


Delitzsch was personally a man of great religious 

feeling and a fine interpreter. His commentaries on 
The Psalms are among the most important contributions to the 
interpretation of Hebrew literature ever made. “He was a scholar 
of unusual insight into the Hebrew text, and possessed an extra- 
ordinary appreciation of the literary character of the Old Testa- 
ment. I have found his work suggestive and profitable.’’ —James 
Muilenberg, Union Theological Seminary. 
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by the learned German theologian on all 
of the twelve Minor Prophets. It is the only title on this portion 


of the Bible included in Smith’s “First 100 Books For The Bible 
Student’s Library.’’ Adequately treating each separate book, the 
series provides the student with a remarkably complete library 


on these “neglected” books. 
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in the new national council you may expect the 
Federal Council to use the power of numbers as in 
the past. 

Liberal leadership of the Federal Council is a 
leading exponent of the Social Gospel in religious 
matters. This is being pushed wherever possible by 
able speakers. ‘““The Kingdom of God on earth!” 
with a humanistic emphasis is heard all too fre- 
quently. 

It has displaced the true gospel in many churches. 


Jesus Himself said “My kingdom is not of this 
world.” You and I through our churches are helping 
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to pay for these Federal Council activities every 
year, 


International 


Let us look now at the international field. We 
see here the formation in 1948 of the World Council 
of Churches spearheaded by our own liberal Federal 
Council leadership. 


The ecumenical church with its liberal and some- 
times pink leadership composed of such men as 
Henry Van Deusen, Bromley Oxnam and C. T. 
Craig, does not offer much hope for a strong bib- 
lical testimony. 


CON 
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We are beginning to see this effect taking place 
today in the foreign mission fields. In numerous 
places the liberal theologians have taken over foreign 
missions. What does this mean with respect to the 
carrying of the simple gospel message of salvation 
for eternity, only through the atoning sacrifice on 
the cross of God’s only begotten Son Jesus Christ ? 
It means my friends, that no such message will be 
carried. As proof I point you to Dr. Henry P. Van 
Deusen, a liberal, who in his licensure vows refused 
to accept the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. This same 
Dr. Van Dusen now heads World Council’s Com- 
mission on Study and occupies a prominent place on 
one of the foreign mission boards of America. 
Instead of the plain gospel message, we are witness- 
ing the attempt to spread a syncretised religion in 
foreign fields, 


The new syncretised religion of the “Rethinking 
Missions” variety would take the ‘‘good things” 
from various heathen beliefs, such as Buddhism, 
Hindooism, Confusianism and others, and put them 
together with parts of the Christian religion in order 
to torm a hodgepodge acceptable to all. The result 
will certainly not be the true Christian religion. 


In line with this idea, we are witnessing in our 
own Southern Presbyterian Church at this time, a 
concerted attempt to change the message of our 
missionaries to coniorm to so-called liberal views. 
These missionaries stood almost alone in Japan 
against the Shinto Worship, before the last war. 
They are standing today against any compromise of 
their faith. God’s first command is ‘thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.” Listen carefully, all born 
again, Bible believing Christians in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. We have a splendid group of 
consecrated missionaries under the leadership of that 
peerless Christian statesman, Dr. C. Darby Fulton. 
Attempts are being made now to force a compromise 
in the case of the International Christian University 
in Tokyo, Japan. By this compromise money given 
for foreign missions would be used to support a 
National and secular institution over which the 
Church has no control. 


If this issue is forced to its logical conclusion, you 
may expect to see resignations. 


The Field of Theology 


Let us now turn briefly to the field of theology, 
that we may see what is taking place there. 


About the turn of the century liberal theology 
came into great prominence along with higher 
criticism of the Bible. Man attempted to eliminate 
the miraculous from the revealed word of God. 
The innate goodness of each individual was extolled. 
Sin and judgement were preached less and less. The 
atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ at calvary became 
unnecessary in the view of liberals. The inspiration 
of the scriptures was ridiculed. 


The great split came between those who believe 
salvation comes through the atoning sacrifice of 


Jesus Christ alone, and those who believe salvation 
is of man via the social gospel and the universal 
fatherhood of God. Jesus said “I am the way the 
truth and the life, no man cometh unto the Father 
except by me” and again “verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, except a man be born again he cannot see the 


Kingdom of God.”’ 


But two wars, accompanied by all the horrors 
and indescribable tortures that human beings visited 
upon one another, have wrecked completely the 
liberal theory of the innate goodness of mankind. 
This goodness only lacked development according to 
the liberal view. They have found, however, that 
God’s message to Noah is still true, “the imagina- 
tion of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” 


Liberalism, having come to the end of a blind 
alley is now divided into old liberalism and new 
liberalism, each seeking a way out. Dr. Charles 
Clayton Morrison, a leader of liberalism for many 
years, writing in the Christian Century recently 
succeeds admirably in identifying the neo-orthodoxy 
of Barth with the new liberal movement. However, 
in doing this he doesn’t seem to realize his devastat- 
ing admissions regarding liberalism itself. 


Let us look at a few of these admissions. Dr. 
Morrison admits: 1. That much liberal thinking has 
been in error. 2, That liberalism is wrong in making 
its goal the “Building of the Kingdom of God on 
Earth.” 3. That there is some doubt now among 
liberals that man is inherently good. Finally, listen 
to this from Dr. Morrison, “Those who claim to 
have a sort of patent on liberalism have betrayed it. 
They have carried liberalism into a blind alley.” 


As I read Dr. Morrison’s articles I thought of 
those who are “ever learning and never able to come 
to a knowledge of the truth.’’ The Neo-Orthodoxy 
to which they would turn, while accepting some of 
the principal articles of our faith, also accepts the 
higher critical view of the Bible. This at once 
destroys the foundation stone of our faith, a belief 
in the Bible as the inspired word of God. Jesus 
himself said, “thy word is truth,” and “Scripture 
cannot be broken.” 


Our Own Church 


So far, I have endeavored to discuss briefly some 
of the more important things taking place in the 
religious field during the past few years. Let us 
look for a few minutes at our Southern Presbyterian 
Church. How are we progressing? 


As a church, we have taken the way of the plain, 
as Lot did when he left Abraham. We have pitched 
our tents over against Sodom. As time goes on we 
are becoming more and more identified with the 
things of this world as typified in Sodom, We are 
losing Our witness for our Lord and Master Jesus 


Christ. 


Our recent moderator, W. E. Price, sensed this 
during the past year, and so stated in his address 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


to ft 

that 

day 
diffi 
pens 
littl 

rule 
find 

the 

for 

hun 
WOT 

ethi 
to 5 

gra 

you 

any 
“wi 

Sou 

eve 

the 
of t 

ot 
still 

off, 

dec 

are 
and 
Chi 

is 

tat 

in 

sch 

G 

be 

of 

let 

bef 

70 
wo 

ha 
ker 

rig 

to 
the 

str 
hac 
sto 
| 
ski 
10 

or 


to the General Assembly. My own observation is 
that the average Southern Presbyterian Church to- 
day is composed of substantial people. There is no 
difficulty in raising sufficient money to pay ex- 
penses and give something to benevolences. 


But, I know from experience that there is very 
little spiritual life in many of our churches. As a 
rule, the larger the church, the less spiritual life you 
find. Our church as a whole is following slowly in 
the footsteps of some other large denominations that 
for all practical purposes have substituted their 
human reason and psychology for the Bible as the 
word of God. They use it only as a book of fine 
ethical teaching that man may follow in his attempt 
to save himself. Paul writes to the Ephesians; “by 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest 
any man should boast,” and again in Hebrews; 
“without shedding of blood is no remission.” 


Christian friends, let us face the fact that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is being softened in 
every way possible to accept the liberal unbelief of 
the Van Dusens, Barmens, S. IT. Jones and Coffins 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church. The signers 
of the unrepudiated heretical Auburn Affirmation 
still hold sway in that church. Union may be staved 
off, but the softening process goes on. The hour of 
decision is fast approaching, if not already here. We 
are faced with a choice between belief that salvation 
and sonship comes through faith alone in Jesus 
Christ and the opposite liberal view, that salvation 
is of man via the social gospel and the universal 


fatherhood of God. 


The property question attains its significance only 
in the light of the foregoing facts. Churches and 
schools are man-made institutions. Faith comes from 
God Himself through his Holy Spirit. Property may 
be compromised. Faith, if composed, is no longer 


of God. 


As we Southern Presbyterians make our decisions, 
let us ever keep in mind those who have gone on 
before, and in whose debt we stand here today. 
Ministers who keep the faith may expect to endure 
hardship. Some of them are already having to under- 
go a testing. 


Some laymen may have to build other places of 
worship. In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews we 
have that wonderful roll call of those who have 
kept the faith and “it was counted to them for 
righteousness.” The language there applies equally 
to all who have followed in their steps down through 
the ages. 


Let me read it to you once more that we may be 
strengthened spiritually in our resolve: “And others 
had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheep- 
skins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tor- 


OCTOBER 25. 1950 


BOOKS BY 
WILLIAM CHILDS 
ROBINSON 


Christ - The Bread 
Of Life $2.50 


A fine treatment of 
Christianity in rela- 
tion to modern prob- 
lems of doctrine and 
church polity. (The 
Payton Lectures, 
1949). 


Christ - The Hope Of Glory $3.00 


A comprehensive volume on Christological 
Eschatology. (The Sprunt Lectures). 
$2.50 


Who Say Ye That I Am? 
The testimonies of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John and Paul. (The Dunn Memorial Papers 
edited by Dr. Robinson). 

$3.00 


Our Lord 
An Affirmation of the Deity of Christ— 
a popular treatise of the evidences of Scrip- 
ture and history. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


mented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) 
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth .... Wherefore seeing 
we also are compassed about with so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, Looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 


right hand of the throne of God.” 


It is my firm conviction, that there are still many 
times more than “seven thousand” in our Southern 
Presbyterian Church, who have “not bowed the 
knee to Baal.” The issue is joined just where it has 
always been, in spite of vigorous denials by some. It 
is a simple question of our Faith. The Continuing 
Church Committee has ever stood for the “Defense 
of the Gospel, the Faith once for all delivered unto 
the saints.”” We are “not ashamed of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, for it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth.” 


As we look to the decisions ahead, we earnestly 
pray for the enlightenment by the Holy Spirit of 
any who may be uncertain as to what course to 
follow. We are set to meet the challenge to our 
faith in a continuing Southern Presbyterian Church. 
We invite all of those who love the Lord to be 
ready, when the decision comes, to join with us. May 
God give each one sufficient grace to be able to say 
with Joshua, “as for me and my house, we will 


serve the Lord.” 
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Columbia Seminary 
Enrolls 190 For °50-51 


Columbia Theological Seminary opened for the 
new school year September 19. The seminary chapel 
was crowded to capacity for the opening exercises 
on the evening of that day, when the principal ad- 
dress was given by Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Execu- 
tive Secretary of Church Extension. 


Seventy-two students have matriculated for the 
school year 1950-51, and 60 of these are regular 
members of the junior class. The total enrollment 
of students at present is 190, in spite of the fact that 
the seminary was unable to accept a good many ap- 
plicants for admission from denominations other 


than the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Extensive landscaping operations have been under- 
taken on the seminary campus and greatly improved 
permanent driveways are being laid. As a result of 
this work, it is expected that both the beauty and 
convenience of the seminary campus will be greatly 
enhanced. 


Errata—Ninetieth 
Assembly Minutes 


At the time this was written the Minutes of the 
90th General Assembly had been distributed six 
weeks. Notice has been received from various minis- 
ters that their copies were defective, in that a sec- 
tion was missing. This section is a part of the 
statistical reports of presbyteries in the synods of 
Texas, Virginia and West Virginia. 


‘Each person who received a copy of the Minutes 
is requested to examine it, and if found to be defec- 
tive return it to me, bearing the word “BOOK.” 
Postage will be 12 cents. Also, send me a postcard 
notice. I will replace the defective copy with one 
that is perfect. Please do this at once in order that 
I may know the number of copies for which the 
printer will owe reimbursement. 


The following corrections should be made by 
owners of Minutes: 


Page 3. Add to directory of General Council: 
Harvey H. Walters, Director of Public Re- 
lations. 

Page 9. Line 6: Substitute Rev. Sidney A. 
Gates for Rev. 1. M. Ellis. 

Page 13. Under Stillman College, change de- 
gree of J. E. Bryan from Ph.D. to LL.D. 
Page 270. Transfer Robert C. Vaughn Jr. to 
Roanoke Presbytery, page 276. Make correc- 
tions in number of ministers. 

Page 339. Add: “Gulfport, Fla., St. Johns 
Presbytery 1947” below Gulf, Texas. 

Page 342. Lashmett, W. Va. should be Lash- 


meet. 


Chureh News : 


Page 367. Davis, Roy L. Under occupation, 
change “Syn. Dir.” to “Exec. Sec. of Syn.” 

Page 382. Mitchell, John L. Under occupation, 
change “H. R.” to “P.” 

Page 399. Castner, Chas. B. Correct street 
address to 4002 Napanee Road. 


It is possible that other mistakes have been dis- 
covered. If so, kindly advise me and I will issue a 
supplemental errata sheet. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 


Dallas Church To Hold 


Missions Conference 


On October 29, and each day following through 
November 5, the First Presbyterian Church of 
Dallas, Tex., is sponsoring, through its Men’s 
Club, a Missions Conference of world-wide scope. 
‘The conference will consist of one full week of 
morning and evening services, open to the public as 
today’s testimonial to Christ’s words: “‘Go forth 
into the world and teach the Gospel.”’ 


The speakers, missionaries and ministers who 
have tentatively accepted the invitation to partici- 
pate in this conference are as follows: 


Dr. Manford George Gutzke (Sunday through 
Wednesday); Dr. Kerr Taylor (Thursday and 
Friday) ; Dr. Darby Fulton (the closing Sunday) ; 
Dr. Lalla Iverson, China; Miss Mary Crawford, 
Africa; Rev. W. B. Moseley, Brazil; Mrs. Howard 
Smith, Korea; Dr. William Rule, Africa; Miss 
Mary Dodson, Korea; Rev. John Minter, China; 
Rev. Richard McKinney, Mexico; Rev. Oscar 
Gardner, Indian Orphanage, Oklahoma; Dr. S. 
Brooks McLane, Tex-Mex Institute; Miss Mar- 
guerite Mizell, China. 


In addition to the above speakers who will con- 
duct the daily meetings and evening forums, Dr. 
James B. Storey, of Austin College, Sherman, Tex., 
will direct each evening’s program, assisted by Dr. 
Frank Brown, host pastor. 

Music will be furnished by the Austin College 


Choir and a special men’s chorus made up from the 
men of the church. 


Winston-Salem 
Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its sixty-fourth stated meeting at the Elkin Presby- 
terian Church, Elkin, N. C., October 10. Twenty- 
three ministers and nineteen ruling elders were en- 


rolled. 
The devotional service was conducted by the Rev. 
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filed early. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


DECATUR ... GEORGIA 
The Agnes Scott faculty represent degrees from more than 50 leading insti- 
tutions. Students have come from all the states of the Union and from 27 
foreign countries. It has a friendly and democratic atmosphere. All offices 
are open to all students by try-outs. Applications for scholarships should be 


J. R. McCain ... President 


George Staples, pastor of the Highland Church. The 
Rev. Gaston Boyle was elected moderator. The 
Rev. G. M. Hollenhead was received from Knox- 
ville Presbytery and will become the pastor of the 
Lansing, Gillespie and Foster Memorial Churches. 
Mr. John Thomas Bare was received under the 
care of the presbytery as a candidate for the ministry. 
The Rev. Robert A. Potter, pastor of the Waugh- 
town Church, Winston-Salem, was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Asheville. 


The retiring moderator, Dr. D. $. McCarty of 
Mount Airy, preached the presbyterial sermon after 
which a most impressive communion service was 
conducted by the Revs. John R. McAlpine, III and 
Morris D. Warren. 


Thomas B. Williams 


Our Heavenly Father, in His Infinite Wisdom 
has taken to Himself our friend and fellow officer, 
Thomas B. Williams. The session and board of 
deacons of Centre Presbyterian Church wish to 
express something of their appreciation and love. 


They extend to his family and loved ones their 
heartfelt sympathy in this time of deep sorrow for 
all. It is hard to realize that he is not still in his 
accustomed place in the church, and in the com- 
munity and home. 

As a church, we owe him a debt of gratitude for 
his most faithful service. Centre Church has lost a 
loyal and devoted member and leader As brother 
officers, we mourn his loss to us. 

They direct that a copy of this letter be sent to his 
family, another filed in the minutes, and copies be 
sent to the church papers. 


James Edward Ward 


Rev. James Edward Ward, born, Little River, 
N. C. February 26, 1871; the son of George Whit- 
field Ward; died on June 4, 1950. 


He was a graduate of Davidson College, and 
Columbia Theological Seminary. He was ordained 
by Pee Dee Presbytery, South Carolina, May 3, 
1905. The pastorates served are Allendale, S. C.; 
Hartsville, S. C.; Auburn, Ala. and Bainbridge, 
Ga. 
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He married Freddie Wallis of Bainbridge, Ga., 
November 26, 1913. Mr. Ward served as pastor of 
the Bainbridge congregation from April 1910 until 
his retirement in November 1946, when he became 
pastor-emeritus. 

He preached the Word of God as a great pulpit 
orator and was in all respects a Christian gentleman 
and scholar. His passing brings universal grief 
among all classes and creeds. 


Orange Presbytery 
Session Clerks 


Form Association 


The Association of Clerks of Session of Orange 
Presbytery was organized recently at a meeting 
which was held at Camp New Hope near Chapel 
Hill, N. C. 

Henry V. Koonts, First Presbyterian Church, 
High Point, N. C., was elected president and J. S. 
Wall, Presbyterian Church, Madison, N. C., vice- 
president; I. C. Crawford, Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant, Greensboro, N. C., was elected sec- 
retary. 

Of the eighty-five presbyteries, Orange is thought 
to have the only organization of clerks of session. 

Rev. James D. Clerk, stated clerk of Orange 
Presbytery, agreed to furnish a roster of names of 
clerks of session in Orange Presbytery to the 
General Council and all other boards, requesting 
that promotional materials be sent to them so that 
clerks can assist the ministers in seeing that materials 


The first Wednesday of each month has 
been set aside by supporters of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal as a day of prayer and 
fasting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on our Church and nation in revival of a stead- 
fast faith and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only Savior of a lost world. From time 
to time, prayer objectives will be sent out from 
THE JOURNAL office. This action was in- 
cluded in resolutions adopted by a group of 
Journal supporters meeting in Weaverville 
August 16. 
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Women’s Work 


Prayer Characterizes 
Weaverville Meeting 


We stepped into a crowded auditorium, the First 
Presbyterian Church of Weaverville, N. C. and 
saw by far the largest and most representative at- 
tendance this meeting had ever attracted. There 
must have been some 300 people present. Many we 
recognized to be from synods all over our Southland. 
A large number were men who had rendered valu- 
able service to the Church, and there were many 
young men present. 


The room was quiet, and we realized we were in 
a preliminary prayer service. The silence was broken 
at intervals by earnest petitioners. 


The morning devotional message, brought by Dr. 
R. W. Cousar of Central Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., was a stirring reminder of our 
weakness and powerlessness in face of the need of a 
torn and heart sick world, and a Church confronted 
with problems unprecedented and grave. 


“The conditions are beyond human solution,” Dr. 
Cousar told us. “This kind goeth not out, but by 
prayer and fasting.” Tche question propounded was, 
“Is the Church concerned enough to engage in this 
kind of earnest, sacrificial prayer?” 


Dr. Cousars’ message lifted burdened hearts to be 
power conscious rather than problem conscious. 
The power of the risen Lord is imparted to believers 
by His Holy Spirit, and this spiritual power, he de- 
clared to be our greatest need. 


But that there are problems distressingly serious 
was reported by several speakers: problems of pre- 
verted doctrine and unscriptural trends. One felt 
that the real issue before us, is not whether we unite 
with another Church with modernism more pro- 
nounced in her leadership (certainly all of us are 
aware of the godly Christians in the membership of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.) but whether we 
will stay true to “the faith once for all delivered,” 
and break with all that savors of “another doctrine” 
even in our own ranks. 


We thought of Pauls’ words in 2 Timothy 3: 


“But continue thou in the things thou hast learned.” 


One felt that these men, with their clear under- 
standing of spiritual truth, and their keeness in dis- 
cerning present trends, were men who were safe 
leaders, and not ‘“‘non-progressives,” as we had heard 
them labeled. We were encouraged to see that these 
men know the situation and the solution. That solu- 
tion in no sense was within themselves. One was 
keenly aware of their deep humility before God, and 
their utter dependence upon Him. They had the 
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November Calendar 


Evangelism 

Assembly’s Special Causes 

Thanksgiving 

November 3, World Community Day 

October 29 - November 5, Week of Prayer 
and Self Denial 

November 12, Assembly’s Youth Day 

November 23, World Wide Bible Reading 


( begins ) 


Psalmist’s conviction “Except the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain that build it,” and that it 
is not by might nor by power but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.” 


We sensed in the challenge of these brethern, the 
seriousness of our condition, and the need of a 
purified and power filled Church to meet the need 
of a lost world, “For the night cometh when no men 
can work.” 


We were there to observe, because we believed 
that all of this concerned us too. Some of us were 
wives of elders, some mothers of sons and daughters 
in the ministry, and on the mission field. Some of 
us were ourselves in the employee of the Church 
Yes, the number of women present evidenced among 
them a grave concern for our beloved Church, and 
her testimony in this hour. 


One wrote later of the meeting: 


I do praise the Lord for the meeting at 
Weaverville in August. I was conscious of a 
spirit of humility, and a oneness in Christ which 
can be produced only by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit of God. I believe my strongest 
impression was of the emphasis on prayer. First, 
the period given to prayer at the beginning of 
the day. Second, the plea in Dr. Cousar’s 
wonderful keynote address, for prayer with 
fasting as the only means of casting out the 
evils which afflict the body of Christ. Third, 
the resolution later in the day calling for a 
regular monthly day of prayer with fasting for 


the Church. 


I know of a small group of women who have 
already begun to observe the day of prayer and 
fasting, and with all my heart, I believe that if 
many individuals and groups will observe this 
day, God will do wonders for us, far beyond 
our asking or thinking, and will get great glory 
to Himself. 


Oh, women of the Church, let us give ourselves 
to prayer. There is no more important ministry for 
us. There is none more effective. “Call upon me and 
I will answer thee, and show thee great things and 


difficult that thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3 RSV) 
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“Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous things.” Ps. 72:18. —K. D. 


— Book Reuiews 


THE JOURNAL, in answer to overwhelming 
popular demand, is ordering a second print- 
ing of SumMMARY Or THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
According To The Shorter Catechism, by 
Dr. William Childs Robinson. Sunday 
School teachers, Bible teachers, pastors and 
other church workers have almost exhausted 


the supply from the first printing. 


SUMMARY OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
ACCORDING TO THE SHORTER CATE- 
CHISM, by William Childs Robinson, M.A., 
Th.D., D.D., The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
20c per copy, $2 per dozen; $15 per hundred. The 
well-known Professor of Historical Theology, De- 
catur, Ga., has prepared this very usable commen- 
tary on the Shorter Catechism as an aid in Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools and other gatherings of 
voung people. It is a study in theology put in simple 
terms and illustrated by many apt quotations from 
the author’s wide reading. He shows that all are 
guilty before God and that none can free himself 
from his guilt, and that God has put before us a 
Savior who can put us right with Him. Then he 
shows how we can lay hold on the redemption 
Christ secured for sinners. Surely the unbelief of 
this age makes the publication of such a booklet 
timely. 
—The Sunday School Times, 
October 14, 1950. 


German Scholarship 


COMMENTARIES ON THE OLD TEST A- 
MENT, by Keil and Delitzch. (Pentateuch, I, 11 
and III. Isaiah, I and II.) Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. $3.50 per volume. 


Keil and Delitzsch did much to present a just 
appreciation and correct understanding of the Old 
Testament Scriptures following the havee wrought 
in the church by deism, naturalism and rationalism, 
which were so prevalent in the closing quarter of 
the eighteenth century. These five volumes repre- 
sent German scholarship at its best. The tone of 
these writers is reverent and humble. 


Volume I of the Pentateuch is a commentary on 
the Book of Genesis and the first eleven chapters of 
Exodus. The revelation of God which commenced 
with the Creation of the heaven and earth when the 
Triune God called into existence a world teeming 
with organized living creatures to proclaim the 
glory of their Creator is expounded in magnificent 
fashion. 

The authors have a discernment for that which is 
vital. They saw how in the consequence of the Fall, 
God formed the plan of salvation which rose above 
His general providence and government of the 
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world. God’s manifestation of His grace which had 
its beginning in the Old Testament Scriptures 
culminates in the incarnation of God in Christ to 
reconcile the world unto Himself. 


The prolegomena on the Old Testament and its 
leading divisions is penetrating. Here we are re- 
minded that God’s unfathomable love in the whole 
course of the world’s history is divided into two 
parts—the times of preparation and the times of 
accomplishment and completion. The former ex- 
tended from the Fall of Adam to the coming of 
Christ and have their culminating point in the 
economy of the first covenant. 

The latter commence with the appearance of the 
Son of God on earth in human form and human 
nature and will last till His return in glory when 
He will change the kingdom of grace into the king- 
dom of glory in the last judgment and the creation 
of the new heaven and the new earth out of the 
elements of the old world. 

As a result of this, “the course of the universe 
will then be completed and closed and time exalted 
into eternity.”” The comments in this volume are 
made according to paragraphs. Some knowledge of 
Hebrew on the part of the reader is pre-supposed. 

The second volume on the Pentateuch starts with 
Chapter 12 of the Book of Exodus and continues 
through the Book of Leviticus. The comments on 
the twentieth chapter of Exodus are especially fine. 
The authors describe the Ten Commandments as 
being ‘“‘the unchangeable norm of the holy will of 
God.” As such, the Christian should receive the law 
for the regulation of his doctrine and life. 

They agree with Calvin that the preface to the 
law was a preamble by which God prepared the 
minds of the people for obeying the law and inspiring 
them to lovalty because of the manifestation of His 
unmerited divine love in their supernatural deliver- 
ance. One of the criticisms made against the law 
by those who are opposed to the truths of the Bible 
is that ‘‘nearly all the commandments are couched in 
the negative form of prohibition.”’ Keil and Delitz- 
sch answer this objection by saying that this is done 
‘because they pre-suppose the existence of sin and 
evil desires in the heart.” 

The third volume on the Pentateuch is the com- 
mentary on the Books of Numbers and Deuterono- 
my. Recognizing that the modern critics have taken 
offense at the numbers given in the census recorded 
in the Book of Numbers, the authors show that these 
criticisms are without reason. 

The open-minded reader will be convinced that 
the arguments of rationalism are demolished by these 
two able Hebrew scholars. 

After dissecting the Pentateuch section by section, 
these authors are impressed with the marvellous 
internal unity which confirms the Mosaic origin. 
Their conclusion is: “With the exception of the last 
chapters of the fifth book (Deuteronomy), which 
are distinctly shown to be appendix to the Mosaic 
‘Thorah added by a different hand by the sta*e~ent 
in Deuteronomy 31:24 sqq. that when the book of 
law was finished Moses handed it over to the 


e 
it 
15 


